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Luxst XVI. 9. 


And I ſay unto you, Make 


to your ſelves Friends of 


the Mammon of Unrighte- 
onſneſs ; that when ye fail, 


| they may receive you into 


everlaſting Habitations. 


ZUR Bleſſed Lord, in theſe 
Words, makes the moſt 
urgent Application of that 
inſtructive Similitude , by 


which He had engaged the 


Attention of his Diſciples and zarer 
and inſinuated the Principles that He 
would fix in heir Conſcience. _ 
Hf had in that Parable, ſer an im- 
portant Truth, in ſuch a Light as was 


moſt 
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| moſt proper to move their Paſſions and 
Affections, and aſſiſt the Diſcharge of 


their Duty, with the greateſt Readi- 
neſs and Enlargement of Heart, 

Tux main Principles of Religion 
are uſually laid down in the Holy Scri- 


- Ptures, by a clear ſtating of ſome cer- 


tain, Relations between G o p and Men; 
by which, our Duty appears wirh ut- 


. moſt plainneſs of Evidence, ftrength of 


Reaſon, and force of Conviction: And 
the Benefits and Comforts of them are 


in a ſenſible manner conveyed to our 


Minds. 
THe quick Senſe that Men erally 


have of their Temporal Intereſt, the 
Deſire they have to be well accom- 
modated in Life, to be ſecured from 
the Hardſhip and Diſtreſs of Poverty. 


the cloſe 00 of Mind theſe en- 


gage, the Cunning they inſpire, the 
Diligence and Expedition they put 
Men upon; all reproach the thaught- 
leſs Negligence, and flothful Delays of 
Chriftivas, who have infinitely higher 
Intereſts to attend to, greater Necel- 
ſities to preſs them, and the worſt of 


Evils to dread, yet have a duller Senſe, 
and lower Apprehealſion of them. 
6 | Tarts 


Tars moved our.S AVIOUR to of | 


fer and tranſmit theſe awakening and 
inſtructive Counſels to his Diſciples; 
with an awful Authority, and with 
tendereſt Affection and Concern. 

AND I ſay unto you: This is not 
a ſimple Tranſition, or Connexion, but 
has Weight and Moment in it. 9. d. 
I, your Lord and Mafter, who fave 
given you equal Demonſtrations of my 
Wiſdom and Love, whom you are 
bound to hear, and who cannot be 
ſuſpected to abuſe or deceive you, 


whom you have owned and followed 


upon Choice and Conviction; I declare 
your Duty and Obligations, I give you 
'the beſt Advice, and urge you by the 
_ ſtrongeſt Motives, I warn you of your 
Danger, and the fearful Conſequences 
of your Neglect and Unfaithfulneſs. 

I encourage and quicken you, by 


glorious Hopes, and vaſt Expectations 


of exceeding and everlaſting. Happineſs, 
to uſe all your worldly Poſſeſſions and 
Intereſt, with a View to ſecure to your 
ſelves true Riches, ſpiritual Lieffings , 
inwatd Satisfaction, and enduring Sub- 
| ftance.; ; When you muſt die and re- 
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move to is World and State of 


everlaſting Abode. 
Bur this general View, of our Lord's 


Counſel to his Diſciples, will, upon 


the preſent Occaſion, require a -more 
dittia& Conſideration, to awaken our 


Minds and make us obedient. 


I s HALL to this Purpoſe offer two 
Propoſitions, which naturally ariſe; from 


the general Account of our SAVIOUR 8 
1 


Firſt, TAHAT the Riches and Poſ- 
ſeſſions, that Gop beſtows on Men, are 
capable of, and intended by Him, to 
great and good Uſes and Purpoſes. 


Secondly, Tha the Abuſe or Neg- 


lect of the proper Uſes iof them, will 


be to the greateſt Confuſion and Miſery 


of thoſe who are found guilty thereof. 


TRE gelt Propoligg, hath theſd 
Parts to be conlidered. 


LE ole Propriety in, and Donation 
of all Rickes and Poſſeſſions of Men. 
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OF 


1 TER Fitneſs and Intention of all 
his Gifts to great and good Pur- 
poſes, upon various Occaſions. 


a 


I. IT declareth Gop the proper 
Owner and Giver, the Supreme Loxp 
of All. 

Tris F is the Foun- 
dation of all Gratitude and Obedience, 
and of all that Goodneſs that his intel- 
ligent Creatures extend to one another. 
By this He is infinitely above all Obli- 
gation of Benefit, from any of his 
Creatures, and cannot owe them any 
thing. Every one muſt fay, as David, 
Thou art my Lo Rx, my Goodneſs k 
leudeth not unto Thee. Our Righteouſ= 
| neſs cannot be profitable to Him; And 
F we are wicked, What can we de un- 


to Him? 


i. 


THz Rich Man in the Parable, 
without doubt, repreſents Gon as the 
Supream Lord of All, to whom every 
Information muſt be brought. o whom 
all ſtand indebted and accountable, as 


his Servants, for * that is in ' their 
Hands, 
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W find all this ſolemnly W 
by Gop himſelf. Acknowledged by 
wiſe and good Men. Strictly inculcated 
by thoſe whoſe Office and Character o- 
bliged them to inſtruct others. F 

God himſelf, with terrible Majeſty, 
8 this out of the Whirlwind. Ho 
hath prevented me, that I ſhould repay 
him Whatſoever is under the whole 
Heaven is mine. What Claim then can 
any have upon Him? Or how can any 
pretend a real Property or Right of Diſ- 
poſal at their own Pleaſure? Twas: his 
Declaration to Iſrael, All the Earth is 
mine. 


Hz is introduced by the P/almz/? 


Feaking to his People, Every Beaſt of 


the Foreſt is mine, and the Cattel upon 
a thouſand Hills. Aud the wild Beaſts 
of the Field are mine. F I were hun- 


gry, I would not tell thee, for the 
World is mane, and the Fullneſs thereof. 


The Silver aud the Gold is mine, ſaith 


s. the Lox», the Heaven i my Throne, 


aud the i th i my Footftool: Where is 
the Houſe that ye build unto me? and. 
what i the Place of my Reſt, for: all 
e — have mine Hand ſiude; 4 
an 


aud all thoſe things have been, ſaith i tavi 


the LoxD. : 
Tuis hath been devoutlyprofeſſed bit 


wiſe and good Men, as a Principle of + 
Adoration, and Hope in Gov, thus 5 
David, The Earth #s the LORD, and val. 1 
the »Failne (« thereof; the World, and *. 0 


they that dwell therein: for He hath 
founded it upon the Seas, bogs Mabie 


# 
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it upon the Floods. 8 | 
| 


Moss declares this to 12 Be- 


hold the Heaven, and the Heaven of © 7 


Heavens is the Lox D's; the Earth 


Is x. 


with all that therein i. Thus Met- ; | 


chizedech bleſſed ' Abraham, Bleſſed be 


mat High Gov, the Poſſeſſor of Heaven 
aud Earth. The vaſt Treaſures offered 
for Building the Temple, were with 
this ſolemn Acknowledgment, and Rleſ- 
ling to GOD, Thine, O LO R b, # the 
Oreatueſ an the Poxwer, and the Glo- 
7y, and the Victory, and tie Majeſty ;_ 
for all that is in Heaven and Earth, 
is thine. Thine is the Kingdom, 0 Loxp, | 
aud Thou art exalted as Head above all.. 
Both Riches and Honour come of | Thee; 
and 


Abraham of the moſt High Gop, Poſſeſ- by . 


ſor of Heaven and Earth. And Abrabait ; | 
ſwears, by lifting up his Hand to the { 


— —U— — 


[|Cheon. 

| xix. 11, 
| 2, 16. 
| | 


ſe 


11 


eut. 
| 11. 10. 


„ Ty 
and Then reigneſt over all. All this Store 
that we have prepared, to build Thee. 
an Houſe, for thy holy Name, cometh 
F thine. Hand, and is all thine own. 
Theſe are expeted and accepted Ac- 
knowledgments; an Homage to the 
Chief Lo xp of all. Thus good Men 
have honoured GO with their Sub- 
ſtance. 

Ir muſt not be man what 
a ſtrict Charge is given by Moſes to 
the Jraelites to attend to this: When 
thou haſt eaten, and art full, then thou 


ſhalt bleſs the Lox Dd thy Gop, for 
| thy good Land, which he hath given 


thee. Beware, that thou forget mot 


the Lox D thy Gop; le? when thou 


haſt eaten, and art full, and haſt built 


goodly Houſes, and hat dwelt therein; 


when thy Herds and thy Flocks multiply, 
and thy Silver and thy Gold is multi. 


flied, und all that thou haſt is mul- 


tiplied; that then thy Heart be lifted 
up, and thou forget the Lo RD thy 


 Gop, who led eg through the great 


Wilderneſs, 4nd fed thee with Manna, 
that he might prove thee, to do thee 


| good 2 thy latter End. Aud thou ſay * 


in thine Heart, My Power and. the 
Might. 


| Might of my Hand path gotten me this 
Wealth. But thou ſhalt remember the * 


Lok D thy Gop, for it is he 9 giveth 


' thee Power to get Wealth. 

SURE the Conſequence was great,where 
the Caution was ſo full and ſtrong ; 
and God's Propriety in all Things, 


is a Point of greateſt Jealouſy with him 


ſelf, and Fundamental to all Religion and 


Goodneſs, which ſincerely believed and 


owned, will effectually teach the right 
Uſe of all we have received; and as 
we have received freely, to give freely. 

Tu ſecond Point to be conſidered, 


is, the Fitneſs of the Gifts of Go p, 4 


his Intention of them to proper Uſes. 


is too evident that they are often 
corrupted and perverted, and wick 


edly miſapplied; but this is no Reflec- 
tion on the Author and Giver, nor any 


Contradiction to their' declared Fitneſs 
and Intention. 


God is the Author f every g 700d and 
every perfect Gift ; his Giits have this 


Title and Inſeription, becauſa of the 
Deſign and Intention of the Donor, and 
the Fitneſs He has made them have 


to thoſe Uſes, that our Condition and 
ſeveral Relations of our preſent Lite and 


State require. 
, a Is 
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Ir ſome make them only Proviſions 
for the Fleſh, to ſatisfy its Luſts, this 
is an Embezelment and Waſte of which 
the Parable complains, and takes an 
Account, in the very Title of it. And 
the Words of the Text as ſtrongly re- 


flect upon and expoſe, and threaten the 
greedy Miſer, that collects and amaſſes, 


craves and covets, only for the Sake of 
having and holding. | 

HE really annihilates the Gifts of 
Go p, and deſtroys their Perfection; 
and by a monſtrous Idolatry, turns his 
Sums into Cyphers, and makes them 
Nothing in the World. He changes 


the Nature of Things, and the very 


Name is loſt, by his ſordid Spirit; 
Riches become Poverty, and Fullneſs 
Emptineſs, and we have in ſuch, the 
Reverſe of the bleſſed Apoſtles, Who 
were foor, yet made many u rich; and 
having nothing, yet poſſeſſed all things. 
But theſe, in proportion to their Riches, 
make many poor, and of all Things 
which” they have, poſſeſs nothing, 

*T:is. Ule therefore, not in the Mi- 


ſer's, but in the Natural and Moral 


Senſe, that is the Intent of the Great 


Lo p of All, and the Direction of 


him, 


1 


him, in the Text, who is the "this of . 
all Things; and the Will and Wiſdom 
of Go p are both manifeſt in the na- 
tural Fitneſs of his Gifts hereunto: And 
t was a juſt Admiration of the Pſalmiſt, 
OLokry, how manifold are thy Works, 
71 Wiſdom haſt thou made them all : The 
Earth i full of thy Riches. The vari- 
ous Occaſions: of Lite declare the Fitneſs, 
and open the Intentions of the Gifts of 
Gov, as the Occaſions and Uſes of Life 
{how what the ſeveral Parts and Organs 
of a Body are fit for. 

Taz Uſes are in a comprehenſive 
Manner declared by him who hath a 
Right to appoint them, and He has 
done it in a Manner inſepar from 
our own Intereſt. 

Tux Counſel and Command here 
given us, ſhews the wiſe and kind De- 
ſign of Providence in all its Diſtribu- 
tions, for the common and publick 
Good and Benefit, and the perſonal In- 
tereſt of every individual, 80 hom any 
Portion of its Stores are diſpenſed. 
THERE is a vaſt Scope in the Di- 
rection, that nothing may be unoccu- 
pied, and the Caſe appears to be ſuch 
that the Particulars may be leſt to 

„„ every 


| | | 1 2 
KS 


every one's Conſcience and Diſcern- 
ment; that they may know what will 
be pleaſing, or offenſive to Him to 
whom they are accountable, 2 
TAE Riches given by Go p, are in- 


| tended for the Satisfaction, Convenience, 
and Pleaſure of thoſe to whom they 
are immediately given. Salomon was ſo- 


ber, and not profane, when he declar- 
ed, Nothing better for a Man, than 
that he ſhould eat and drink, and enjoy 
Good in his Labour. This alſo he ſaw 
was from the Hand of Gop, which 
points to this Uſe. This never was in- 
tended as a Looſe to ungovernable Paſ- 
ſions, and unſatiable Luſts; but to vin- 


unnatural Auſterities, and unſociable 
Superſtition. 


Works, lieth equally deſperate, between 
him that makes his Belly his God, and 
him that grudges himſelf the Uſe Of 
the Bounties of Providence : While the 
frugal Mean between the guilty Ex- 
treams, makes the Poſſeſſor eaſy and 
happy, and gives generally both Op- 


portunity and Diſpoſition to relieve and 


refreſh many, ** to uſe the good 
FIN Thing 


dicate Wiſdom and Religion from all 


Tux Cauſe of Charity, and all good 


j 
| 
| 
| 
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Things of this Life to every worthy 


Purpoſe. ' 
PERSONAL agh Domeſtick Uſe are 


no vaſt Gulf, and far from requiring 
all the Stores hefe wilt Multitudes are 


favoured by the Divine Bounty. 


BE SHD Es perſonal and private Uſes, 
there are various Uſes, that concern the 
Body Politick, of which we are Mem- 


bers. Gop has enjoined that we give 


Tribute to whom Tribute is due. Na- 


tural Reaſon and Religion, and much 
more Chriſtianity, oblige us to conſi- 


der, and ſubſerve with a ſincere Wil 


lingneſs the Publick Good ; and while a 


juſt Equality is obſerved, nothing 


more reaſonable than free Contribu- 
tions, in juſt Proportions : But here the 
Force of Laws ſuperſedes the Need of 
Argument. 


AGAIN, the Name al Cauſe of 


God, and Intereſt of Religion in wk | 


World, require our Regard in the Uſe 
of our Riches. Like David, we ſhould 
ſet our Affection to the Hou of Gop 


and Honour of his Name: Though He 


needs not any of our Offerings, yet for 


kind Purpoſes, to try and prove our 
AﬀeCtions, and to Sire us Opportuni- 


ties 


* * 
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vi ties'of the beſt e and vaſteſt In- 
eng creaſe, He has ordered Things, in our 
[81-4 ; Preſent State, for this exerciſe of our 
1; Piety, and has! declared his Accep- 
IE cor. tance. CHRIS T, the Lord of All, be- 
* 9- came poar, that He might make many 

| 


rich; not only by the Merit of his Hu- 
1 miliation, but giving pious Perſons an 
Opportunity of miniſtring to him: And 
If he perfectly intereſts. himſelf in the 
Flt Sufferings and Straits of all his Bre- 
{|}  thren:; He puts on the Raggs of the 
Beggar, ſubmits to the Confinement 
K of the - Priſoner, and bears all the Diſ- 
| © eaſes and Infirmities of the Sick, to try 
our Love, and move our Compaſſion, 
and draw forth our Bowels, that he 
We may reward them at the Great Day. 
Tae Evangeliſt doth not omit the 
It Affections and Steadineſs of pious Wo- 
ae, men, Many Women were there which 
I! xvii followed JESUS from Galilee miniſlring 5 
f 65. 8 into him. St. Luke explains it, Aud | 
[||| Lukeviii./ certain Women which had betn healed 4 
* of evil Spirits and Infumities, Mary 
Miedalen, and Joanna, the Wife of 
Chuſa, Herod's Steward, and Suſanna, 


and many others 105 miniſtred to 
him 4 their 9 
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Tris inſtructive Record is fit to 
enlarge our Hearts, to tlie expected 


Offering of this Day: Since we fee 
here a witneſſed Receit for all their 
pious Contributions to his Service. 
They became rich in precious Tallees, 


and ſureſt Bonds. Every wiſe Man 
will think their Money well id out, 


and ſafely lodged. 


Tux Neceſſities of many are n Ee 
_ wiſely by the ſame Providence, to give 


Opportunity for the Exerciſe of Yirtue, 
in the Contentment of ſome, and the 
Liberality and Compaſſion of thoſe 


that . abound. Many need ſeaſonable : 


Loans, and it may be a great Conve- 


nience to borrow, where there is not 


an abſolute Neceſſity. to beg. And fo 
careful is Gop of the Comfort of 


Man, that He has given Charge, and 


cautionary Laws to his People « on this Exod. 


Point: And Cnur1isT commanded his a_ 


| Diſciples not only to Give to him that 


asketh, but not to turn away fro, W 


him that world borrow, 


Task Uſes the Supreme Lox N dx 
rects and requires, and that it may not 


be grievous to obſerve them, our own 
BN is upon the Face of the Di- 
rection; 


Lev. xXV 


7 10 J 
rection; and ſuch Motives ſuggeſted, 
as cannot fail, if the word of Gop have 
any place in us. If we believe the 
plaineſt Truth, and the molt ſolemn De- 
claration of JESUS CHRIST, we ſhall 
readily, according to our Abilities, em- 
brace the Opportunities of the preſent 
Duty for our own. Sake. 

ALL the mentioned Uſes, and the 
Profit to ourſelves thereby, are ſummed 
up by our SAviousk in theſe Words, 
Make to your ſelves Friends of the 
Mammon of Uunrighteouſueſs. Riches, 
expreſſed in ſome of the Eaſtern Lan- 
guages by the Word Mammon, which 
are often gain'd and kept by Methods 
of Unrighteouſneſs, which are but a 
falſe Appearance, and uncertain Sup- 
port, by no means to be truſted in for 
Help and Happineſs, yet may be made 
ſubſervient to our certain Benefit, by 
uſing them to thoſe Purpoſes: to which 
it is plain, Gop intended them. Of 
them we may make Friends that will 
be faſt and true, that will receive us in- 
to everlaſtins Habitations, and help us 
in our greateſt Diſtreſs and Need. 

Ir this had not been practicable and 


infallible, our Lord had never put his 
Diſciples 


Diſciples upon it; and if theſe Uſes td | 
this End had not been obvious to every # 
honeſt Mind, and not to be miſs'd, he -- 
would particularly have ſpecified them. 
H indeed often ſpake to his Diſciples 
abſtruſe and fublime Truths, to put 
them upon Thinking and Enquiry ; bur 
there was always the greateſt Weight; 
and the molt ſerious Senſe in his Words. 
Nicodemus was confounded at the As- 
ſertion, of the Neceſſity of a Man's be- 
ing born again ; yet the Matter was as 
real in itſelf, as it was marvellous to 
him. So is the Point before us, that we 
_ ought in Wiſdom and Duty, and may 
without fail, make Friends of the Un- 
righteous Mammon. | 
Tux Parable led to this manner of 
wording the Advice. IESs had de- 
ſcribed the Care of the unjuſt Steward, 
his Weakneſs was not his Excuſe, 
he wanted not Capacity, he was no 
Fool, liis-Condu@ did not reflect on his 
Lord, for chooſing one unfit for his Ser- 
vice. He was ſharp enough, he trieth 
every way to. ſhift for himſelf. He 
furveys all his Circumſtances, foreſees 
_ all Events, ſecures himſelf of ſeveral, 
of many, of all the Friends he could, 
N ty 8 © _ againſt 
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againſt a Time of Adverſity. He leaves 
no Stone unturned, loſes no Time, he 
reſolves fully, executes immediately, he 
takes the moſt proper and likely Me- 
thods, ſhews every Point of Wiſdom, 
to gain his Ends, if Conſcience and Re- 
Ligion had not been laid aſide. 

Ix this Dreſs of the Parable, our 
Saviour corrects what was Wrong, 
and ſuggeſts and commends what was 
wiſe and right ; and that in the Caſe, 
which is more than a Suppoſition, That 


we muſt fail, that Fleſh and Heart muft 
tail, and Riches fail; we ſhould make 


the beſt Friends, 1 in the moſt proper 
Methods. 


THAT we may take this Counſel 
aright, we muſt conſider Three Things. 


T. Tu proper Notion of Friends. 


I. Tux Art of making ourſelves 
Friends. 


III. TIE Certainty of _ucgply herein. 


es 18 to the proper Nos of 
Friends; and what is meant by them. 


A corrupt Mind deceiving itſelf, and per- 
verting 


— 


(as 


the Senſe of the Words, will . 


verting 
fay,-. Right! L accept the Counſel, 
* and make Mammon my Friend at all 


% Adventures. No Friend like this, 
« this is my Rock, my Fortreſs, my 
% Deliverer, my Strength, in which I 
« will truſt. ” 
is His ſerang City. Vain Conceit! He 
forgets *tis vnrighteous Mammon, de- 
ceitful Riches. d 

Nox do Friends here intend, Af. 
ſociates in Plenty, and Sufficiency; 
the Companions of Riot and Exceſs, 
endeared by Brutal Similitude, embold- 
ening one another in Folly and Mad 
neſs. JIEsus came Eating and Drinking, 
without Phariſaick Diſtance and Aﬀec- 
tation; but not to countenance Surfeit- 
10g and Drunkenneſs, and the Abuſe of 
Plenty. He was a Friend to Sinners, 
only in the Deſign-and Attempts of their 
Reformation, and Converſion. 
Non is this a Term of Equality 
Pleaſure and Independence; but of Ne- 
ceſſity Fear and Diſtreſs on the Part 
of him that is put to ſeek and make 
his Friends. 

To make Friends, fi a all that 
can be any way. helpful to us, in a 

Time 


The rich Man's Wealth 1 * 


3 


- 
” 
1 — . 4U..3!ñĩͤ T—— :᷑¼—ÜÄ.ũtß' K ˙ x —ů—ů — — —— — 
„„ „% RT, AC 
— —— 7 on . << 2 


— —.— — — 1 . hy 
— As nets, 


— 


1 — . — Rc N 1 — — — 
2 rr e 


- FFP Dr ene N 


——— 


3 — 
3 9 —. —— 


2 ag 


＋— 2 one” — AE > mo 


OR, 2.4 ». 


—̃ 


TC 0) | 


time of Need; but eſpecially thoſe that 
can be moſt 10. Thoſe that are wiſe 
will make Friends of the moſt Powerful, 
the Generous, and Beneficent; and will 
not negle& any that may affiſt in this 
Deſign, They will ſtudy every way to 


recommend and ingratiate themſelves , 


every Look ſhall be obſerved, every In- 
clination ſhall be pleaſed,” every Op- 


portunity ſhall be embraced, every Art 
will be tried; Neceſſity will help In- 
vention, and ſpurr Induſtry when a 


Friend is to be made, and Miſery to be 


prevented. 


HERE Wiſdom i is neceſſary that we 
miſtake not in our Choice; that we 
don't lean on a broken Reed, or ſeek 
to deceitful Streams; that we "don? t toQ 


late complain of miſerable Comforters, 


in whom there is no Help: But make 


Friends that can ſupport us, and re- 
ceive us into everlaſting Habitations. 
Such Friends ſhould be ſought, may be 
known and made. We have Opportu- 
nity and Aſſurance ſuppoſed in the 
Exhortation, which doth not upbraid 
us, and inſult our Miſeries; but re- 
vives our Hope, and excites our Di- 
| ligence to prevent our Ruin. 


II. TAE 
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II. Tus Art and Skill of nile 
Friends is here taught: It is of the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. The pru- 
dent and proper Uſe of the Riches 
J. Go has beſtowed on us, to ſerve the 
. Publick Good, to promote true Reli- | 
gion, to help the Neceffitous and Indi- "If 
gent, will make many Friends, and ſuch | 
as will anſwer our Expectations, in our 
own Neceſſities. Many will be the Friends 
of the Generous and Liberal; he efta-- 
1 bliſheth his Reputation and intereſt, in 
, all that are comforted and relieved by 
him. Every one that ſees his Conduct 
is drawn and engaged to wiſh his Pro- 
fperity, and ready to promote it. He 
enjoys without Envy; and never ſuffers 
or loſes without Compaſſion. 
TERRE are mighty Charms in 
Goodneſs, ſtrong Attraction, and ſuch 
. Force , that for a righteous, that is i 
a bountiful, and beneficent Man, ſome. Rom. v. 
would even dare to die. The Frame of 7 | 
the Parable ſupports this Senſe of the AY 
Counſel, and every one's Mind diſcerns | 
a thouſand Advantages, that may at: 
tend the Affection and Efteem that is | 


the natural Fruit or” a right- Uſe of 
Riches : | CER- 


Luke vii. 
1 


6 
CERTAINL x there is ſomething 


valuable in ſuch an Intereſt, the Bleſ- 
ſings and Prayers of thoſe that can do 


nothing more for us, are not to be de- 
ſpiſed, and the Influence of theſe is not 
the leſs real, for being ſecret and invi- 


ſible. Who can tell what Power with 
Gov the fervent Prayers of ſome righ- 
teous Poor, relieved by a ſincere and 
unaffected Charity may have. We may 


thus reap what we have ſown, and 


that plentifully too, when we little 


.. think of it; and the Bleſſing of them 


that were ready to periſh ſenſibly come 
upon us. 


TRE Centurion's Affection and Boun- 
ty gave him that Intereſt in the Elders 
of the Jews, that they relieved his 
Modeſty and Humility, by earneſtly 
recommending him to our SAVIOUR'S 
Compaſſion. They beſought him in- 
ſtantly, faying, That he was worthy 


for whom he ſhould do this; for be 


loveth our Nation, and bath built . 4 


Suagogue. 


WHAT affectionate Friends kid 


Dorcas created to herſelf by her good 
Works and Alms-deeds , which ſeem- 


ed to have * that ſtrong Faith of 
her 


— 
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her good Neighbours to ſend for Peter 
in Hope of a miraculous Atteſtation 
of God's Favour and Acceptance in 
raiſing her from Death: All the Wi- Ags ix. 
dows flood by him Weeping, and ſhew- 36. 
ing the Coats aad Garments which ſhe 
had made. Thus you ſee Friends made, 
and their Affections not unprofitable , 
but their Interceſſion powerful with 1 
._ . Gov; and while the Treaſures of Wick- Prov. x. 
7 edneſs profit nothing, RI IT ER 
. i vereth from Death. 
| * TAE Good Angels are made Friends 
with us, and ſome conceive them here 
intended, That they may receive you; 
They, whoſe Office it is to miniſter to 
them that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 
J. Theſe bleſſed Spirits, by Nature and 
ſtitrongeſt Inclination will be the Friends 
of ſuch, and employ. all their excellent 
Powers in doing them Good, and re- 
joice in every. Commiſſion of Charity 
and Grace towards them. They look . 
upon the Liberal and Commnicative as 125 
of the neareſt Kindred and Alliance too 
themſelves. Sure, an Intereſt in their | 
Friendſhip. cannot be , tho) it 
may: be over- rated. 


Bu T 


Bor tlie Friendſhip which we are 
| here directed to make is ultimately 
above all, the Favour of Goo, and 


the Approbation of JESUS CHRIST, 
the Great Lord and judge of All, before 
whoſe Tribunal we muſt ſtand, and to 
whom we mult give an Account of our 


Stewardſhip, who alone can receive us 


tothe Manſions of Bleſſedneſs, when we 
are taken away from all our Pofle(- 


ions on Earth. No other Friends can 


ſecure us in our extreme Neceſſities, the 


Friendſhip of all the World, without 
this, will be impotent and infignifcant: 


This is Wiſdom to make theſe Friends, 
and this ſhould be reſolved on at any 
Rate, and may be depended on with 


utmoſt Confidence. There can be no 


Apprehenſion of Want or Miſery if 


once our Intereſt here be ſecured, nor 


can there be any Doubt of this if 


fought in a Regard to the Will of Gop, 


in the Uſe and Improvement of the 


Gifts of his Providence. 


III. T HE Certainty of Suoceks. 


THz very Direction i pores it, pro- 
Per Methods will nor fail us, whatever - 
bs 


0 25) 
55 be the Diſappointments of our Expecta- 
tions from Men, however unjuſt, per- 


verſe, or ungrateful they may prove, 
we ſhall find Friends that will not neg- 


le& or forget us. 
THE Nature and Perfe&ions of Gop 


aſſure the Liberal and Charitable of his ; 
Love. The Apoſtle urges the Coloſtans 


0 


to their Duty by this; Pat on, as the CI we 


Ele of Gov hoh and beloved, Bowels 12. 


of Mercy, Kindneſs, &c. declaring that 
ſuch Go D has chaſen to himſelf; they- 


are holy, and ſurely beloved, and He 


is their Friend for ever. This ſincere 
Temper makes their Calling aud Elec- 


tion ſure. An Imitation and Conformi- 


ty to Go p cannot mils of his Appro- 
bation and Acceptance. The Apoſtle 
repreſents it as certain as the very 


Courſe of Nature, and ſure as the © 


wy 


changeable Seaſons; What a Mam ſows, Gal. . 


that ſhall he alſo reap; and in due 19+ 


Seaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not. 
Every Command of Go p, every 

Precept of the Goſpel that relates to 

this Duty, and the entire Conſtitution 


of the Goſpel ſecures it; and the Terms 


here are peculiarly ſuitable to it ſince 
we are not ſpeaking of making Debtors 
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to ourſelves, or laying Claims to Juſtice ; 
but of making Friends, which in the 
Notion we explained it, ſets our Ne- 
ceſſity, and not our Merit in View, 

and becomes the Love and Mercy of 
Gov, and the Riches of his Grace to. 

wards us. David ſpeaks of it as an ab- 

Pal. xli. ſolute Certainty, Bleſſed is he that con- 
28 —_— the Poor, the Lok D will de- 
liver him in Time of Trouble, preſerve, 

\ keep bim alive, and he ſhall be bleſſed 

in the Earth. When the Great Judge 

has declared how He will honour and 

. reward every Act of Compaſſion to the 
Matth. Miſerable as done to himſelf; Then ſhall 
v. 49 the Ning ſay, in as much as as ye 
have done it to one of the leaf? of theſe. 
my Brethren, ye have done it to me. 
Mat. „ When He has pronounced, Bleſſed are 
7. the Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mer- 
cy: When the Apoltls has back'd his 
Heb. xiii. Exhortation, To do Good and Communi- 
— cate, with this Motive, that with ſuch 
Sacrifice Go p i well. pleaſed; and the 


Ifa.xxxii. Prophet obſerves, The Libera Man ſhall. 


” "Oy ftand, by liberal Things: That with 
xxii. 26, he Merciful Gop will ſhow himſelf 
merciful : Wien G o 7008 declared, 


That 
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That He will have Mercy, and not Sa- 


crifice; when all theſe are conſidered, 


the Succeſs of this Method to make the $ 


beſt Friends, is out of all queſtion. 


Tux Succels is great as it is cer- 
tain, and the Eſtimate ariſes by the Ne. 


ceſſity mentioned, and the Seaſonable- 
neſs endears the Benefit. When ye fail: 


Mat. ix. 


13. 
_ vi. 


We muſt fail, and then to receive, not 


ſome ſcanty Alms to ſupport a miſera- 


ble Being; but to be received, to be 


welcomed, not to a ſhort Eater mis 


ment as Pilgrims and Strangers, or a 
Wayfaring Man for a Night; but to be 
ſtated in, and poſſeſſed of everlaſting 
Habitations: When the earthly Houſe 
of this Tabernacle is diſſolved, to have 


2 Building of Go p, an Houſe not made 
with Hands, eternal in the Heavens : 
This is a full Proviſion; a Friend that 


can and will/do all this, is all our Sal- 
. and all e our Deſire. 


Tun E Second pr opoſition ſets before 
us the contrary Effect of the Abuſe or 
Neglect of the proper and intended 


Uſes of the Gifts of Providence: That 
this will be to their Confuſion and 


I I ſhall only draw up their 


8 2 Caſe 


1 
3 

/ 

4 
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BC 
Caſe as our Sav1ious here deſcribes it, 
to enforce the Counſel He gives. 


| THEY are deceived and inſnared, 
their Riches are the unrighteous Mam- 


mon, <3 


their Expectation; they cannot profit 
in the Day of Wrath, nor ranſom a Soul 
rom Death. They cannot heal a brok- 


en Heart, nor comfort a wounded Spi- 


rit; nor paſs with us to another World. 
Here indeed they will procure Friends, 
create Dependence, draw Admiration, 
command many SatisfaQtions ; but at 


the ſame time they create Envy, ex- 
poſe to and invite the Aſſaults of Vio- 


lence, corrupt the very Dependence they 
made, and exerciſe the Cunning and 
Invention of Fraud and Couzenage, and 
give a Suſpicion that Friends made by 


them, are but pretended and mercenary; 


and very often they have raiſed Ene- 
mies inſtead of making Friends, and 
proved a Snare and Ruin to the Pol- 
ſeſſors. 


HOWEVER, an anxroidedlc Hour 


of Neceſſity and Diſtreſs, the laſt Mo- 
ment of al worldly Enjoyment muft 


dome, when theſe Perſobs {hall need a 


Friend as much, and. be as naked and 
| deſtitute 


nnot anſwer and make goed 


. 
deſtitute as any neglected Object of 
their Compaſſion, ever was. This muſk 


come, we muſt fail; i. e. die, and the 
Circumſtances of the Parable threaten 
a ſudden and ſurprizing Stroke, that 


the Guilty ſhall not live out the Days 


they counted upon. 


WE are but Truftees and Degen 


ries, Servants and Stewards; this can- 


not be altered or denied. An Account 
muſt be given, the Great and Wiſe 
Lo p will not endure any Waſte. of his 
Goods, but will have the very Frag- 


ments gathered, that nothing be loſt; 


How terrible is the Summons? How 


angry is the Charge? How ic it that I 


hear this of thee? With how many 


Reproaches and Threatnings do theſe 


Words confound the Guilty. The For- 
feiture of all Enjoyments and Honours 
is now taken, and a ſad Change 


comes ſuddenly. The unjuſt Steward. 


had lived in Honour and Plenty, there 


was no Want in his Maſter's Service ; 


but his Unfaithfulneſs brings him. to 
wretched Straits. There can be no 
Concealment of his Guilt; there is a 
full Information brought in againſt him, 
the Cries of the 32 and Enjured 


are. 
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are loud and vehement: So the Apoſtle 
James deſcribes them, The Hire of the 
Labourer kept back by Fraud crieth, 
and the Cries of them that are depriv- 
ed of deſigned Benefits, enter into the 
Ears of the Lox D of Sabaoth. The 
| Confuſion and Diſtreſs of his Mind, is 
ſtrongly drawn, What ſhall I do? How 
peircing is the Senſe of the ſad and ſud- 
| den Change, My. Lord taketh away from 
jj | me the Stewardſhip. A fad Period of all 
5 his Opportunities on Service and Gain. 
W || He is filled with Horror at the Diffi- 


d || culties that he finds himſelf in; I can- 
CT | not dig; to beg I am aſhamed. He is 
| || friendleſs in this Condition, and has 


Friends to make, when he ſhould have 
$i them to uſe; and his Shifts and Me- 
£18 thods are as uncertain. as unjuſt ; for if © 
Ver. 12. he was anfaithful in that which was 
| || another's, who ſhould give him that 
Wl |! "which was hi own; much leſs that 
ll {| which was not ſo. How wretched are 
il [| the Evaſions of a confounded Sinner, 
you ſee him plunged and entangled in 
| Guilt and Snares, every Refuge fails 
1 him, and his Reſolves are evidently deſ- 
perate and unprofitable; all the Ex- 
pectations, the Diſappointments, and 
Suffer ings 


5 
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Sufferings of thoſe that had juſt Claims 
upon him, by the Will and Command 
of his Good Maſter, are now remem- 
bered; he 1s accuſed of them, and 
there can be no Excuſe, nor any E- 


ſcape. How juſt was that Inſult of the 


Apoſtle over the violent and covetous 
Rich, Go to now, ye rich Men, weep 
and bowl for your Miſeries that ſhall 


come upon you. Jour Riches are Core. 


rupted; your Gold and Silver is canker- 
ed; and the Ruſt of them, the Witneſs 
of the neglected Uſe, ſhall eat your 
Fleſh as Fire; bring on painful and ſore 
Diſeaſes of Body, with a perpetual An. 
guiſh of Mind. 

Our Minds ſhould be afraid at 
ſuch a diſmal Caſe, and our Conſcience 
__ awakened to proper - Reſolutions that 


might prevent this Diſtreſs : We ſhould 


obſerve the Counſel that will ſecure the 
Favour and Friendſhip of our Great 
Lord and Maſter. | 
Tus you have ſeen in os man- 
ner our SAVIOUR apples to the 
Hopes and Fears of his Hearers. Let 
me now be ſuffered, in a ſhort Appli- 
cation, to direct ad {tir you up to a 
becoming Diſcharg ge of _ _ 


if, 


| 
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af, LR T me urge you, as Stewards 
ile manifold Grace of Go v, to be 
antent upon the right Uſe of his Goods 
that He has entruſted to you. Fix the 
Purpoſe, form your Deſigns, and carry 


them on with all Diligence and Faith- 


fulneſs. Tis not enough that ſome 


preſent diſtreſſed Objects can move us, 


i C 
2 Chro 
vi. 8. 


2 Sam. 


vii. 


and fome extraordinary Caſes procure 
ſome ſmall Contributions; but it muſt 
be our Buſineſs to occupy the Talents 
committed to us; to make Friends of 
them. 

TAI S Purpoſe 24 Intention is highs 
ly pleaſing to Go p, perfectly known to 
him. What a Return of Favours and 
Bleffing had Dauid's Purpoſe and Affec- 
tion to the Houſe of GOD: Thou didft 
bell that it wwas in thine Heart. And 
| you read how large a Grant of Bleſſing 
and-Honour to himſelf and Family it 
procured, what a ſolemn Meflage Da- 
vid has from Gov upon it? How was 
he affected and comforted with it? It 
deſerves your perufal, as a great En- 
eouragement to thoſe Worthy Perſons 
engaged in thoſe good Deſigns, that 


We ate khis L pr 83 This may 
prevent 
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Prevent the Diſcouragement of thoſe 
of meaner Circumſtances, who need 
not bemoan themſelves for any Inca- 
pacity to follow the Counſel of our 
Lo xp, ſince the ſincere Deſigns of 
ſefulneſs are equally regarded in ; 
all, and the Widow's Mite, will as f 
ſurely make the Friends, that will 
receive into everlaſting Habitations, 
as the Monumental Charities of the 
Great and Wealthy. What Pleaſure 
ould this give to the meaneſt Contri- 
butor? And how inexcuſable will it be 
to grudge a ſmall Expence, for ſo rich 
a Return. Perſiſt therefore in what you 
have begun, and hitherto maintained. 
Be not weary of Well-doing. And, may 
many be moved by theſe Conſiderations, 
|# to ſeek a Share in ſo certain Profits by 
Vhbich all Will be ſuch Gainers at laſt. 


249, LET me remind you to do 
your Duty Hhumbly, and without Oſten- 
tation or Vain. glory. With ſuch Sacri- 
 fices Gop is well-pleaſed : But they 
muſt be offered to himſelf; ſacrifice not 
to your own Honour, or Humour. or In- 
| tereſt; but to Gov. Singly regard his 
Will and your Duty, and the Benefit 
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ckochers, as intended by him. You are 
but Stewards, it is of GO 's own'that 
you give, you are but his Almoners. 


„ LET every Offering and Ap- 

plication of the Riches to worthy and 
charitable Uſes be made with Chear- 
fulneſs and Freedom. Tis unjuſt and 
. baſe to grudge the Payments which the 
the Lord orders his Steward to make, 
and very provoking to delay or abate = 
them. "Tis — Gov, if we con- 

ſider his Right; and wronging ourſelves 
if we attend to his Promiſe. The Pro- 
phet thus ſpeaks in his Name, fixing 
a Curſe on the Guilty, Will a Mun rob 
| Gov, pet ye have robbed me, ye are curſ- 
ed with a Carſe. Yet the Reverſe of it 
may be expected, and Goo urges them 


jb to make the Experiment of his Suffi- 


ciency and Goodneſs ; Prove me note 


ſaith the Lox p, f I wil) uot open you 
* the Windows of Heaven, and puur you 
4H out a Bleſſing, that there ſhall not be 
room to receive it. And ſure it ſhould 
not abate the Satisfaction and Pleaſure, 

if the Goſpel exchange the Temporal 
Bleſſings for Spiritual, and the Land of 
Canuaas on Earth ſor the Inheritance 

| bor 
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of the Salus, and Everlaſting Habita- 
tions. The Command of Cx TS T tit 
is io repeated to you, is moſt 'ealy 
and agreeable. What can be a more 
pleaſant Work than to make Friends, 
añd to erect to ourſelves enduring Man- 
ſions, to make ſuch Settlements as ſhall 
fecure us when we fail and die. 

Y ov cannot look upon about one 
hundred of theſe little ones before you, 


born of poor and induſtrious Parents, 


whoſe Bowels earn towards them, who 


can fearce with their hard Labour a: 


tisfy them with Bread, yet are ſdlici- 
tous that they might be trained up in 


the Knowledge and Hopes of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion to Uſefulneſs and Com- 
fort in Life: but you. muſt fee that 
every proper Uſe of Riches lies here 
before you in one, the Publick Good, 
the Cauſe of Religion, and the Name of 
Gov, the Comfort and Relief of the 


Neceſſitous and. Diſtreſſed, all concur 
to move and perſuade you. You cannot 


doubt. whether your liberal Gifts to 
theſe Uſes will make you many Friends, 
or whether it will be acceptable-to the 
Great Shepherd to reſcue ſo many 
Lambs * that roaring Lion that 


would 
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would devour them, did not your Care 


reſcue them from that Ighorance and 
Profaneneſs, that without their preſent 
Education they muſt be expoſed to. 


It you water theſe Plants a while, you 
may be pleaſed | to think they are like 


to be ſet out in various Places to bear 


Fruit, and to propagate Chriſtian Know- 


ledge in which they are trained up; 


and thus they will multiply your Seed 


ſown, and increaſe the Fruits of your. 


Righteouſneſs. Depend on it, the Ac» 


count will be as exact in your Favour, 


as it is in your Maſter's Rights. He 
that will ſuffer no Waſte of his Goods, 
will be abundant in the Reward of 


Improvements; and-not omit a Cir- 
cumſtance in your Commendation and 


Bleſſing, Every Thing well done will 


be applauded. The: Uſeful and Faith- 
ful, the Bountifuf and Charitable, be 
bleſſed and welcomed to the joy gf” 


their Lo R OD; and find at laſt, the 
Friends who SY receive them to Ever- 


laſting Habitations. | 
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The State of the CaariTyY-ScnoorL 
in Gravel-Lane, Southwark, as 


| H E Foundation of this School was 

Ein the Year 1687. The Number 
of Scholars at firſt was forty ; after- 
wards increaſed to fifty, and now to a- 
bout one hundred. They are taught to 
read, write, and cypher, and are alſo in- 
ſtructed in the Afﬀembly's Catechiſm. 6 
Ir may be ſaid to be the firſt School 
the Proteſtant, Diſſenters were concern- 
FFC. FT 

HERE Objects are received without Di- 
ſtinction of Parties; the general Good 


being intended. It is ſituated in the poor- 


eſt Part of the City; and the Children of 
the pooreſt ſort of Watermen and Fiſher- 


men, Cc. are here taught without any Ex- 


* 


pence to their Parents. i 
T Charge has been defrayed by the 


Gifts-and Subſcriptions of private per- 


ſons ;. together with an annual Collecti- 
on on New Year's-Day at this School, and 
one in this” Ci IR. is 

The Managers have been enabled to 
give the Children Bibles, Teſtaments and 
Catechiſms, and to place ſome out A 


_ prentices to Trades, and hope by the Can- 


o 


make it an entire Charity. 


* 


tinuance of good People's Liberality; ts ' 
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